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. Simmons votes against budget
By KATHElUN£ HUrl'

scorr
Gannett News S£.'T1.lWf:: ;'~Ye"~J.d~Y'sb..dgetvo.~is Just anOther "",'",
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TOdd Mltchfi}1I
Simmons' chief of staff

WASHINGTON -- UB, Rep. fu)b
Simmons W~SOne of only nine
House Republicans who voted
against a fiscal2005fedel'albudget
blueprint this week, saying it didn't
provide enough money fur pro-
grams important to his district,
such as education imd veteranS'
health care,

"We can and should do bett~r,"
Simmons, H..2ndDistrict, said in a
st<ltement '1'hur~day.

'fhe House voted Z16.:n3 l~\te
Wedu!::sclayto give filialapproval to
U1enonbinding budget n~£;olution,
which outlines plans fol' taxes and
spending,

'1womonths ago,Sinul1Onssided
with his party In givingpreliminary
appnJVal to \be budget resolution,

James Sullivan and Shaun Me-
Nlilly,twoDemocrats who hopeto
challenge Simmons in tllis fall's
election,accused the two.term con-
gressman of changing his vote to
appeOilto llie mostly DernocI'a.Lic
voter;) In Uu~ 2nd Di8tJ.icL.

, "Now U1atwe're getting close to
the clection,he flip.flopsandvotes
against virtually the same budget

"
',.'

that he voted' for two months ago,"
said Sullivcm, i:It1nancial adviser
who served two terms Onlh~ Nor-
wich City Council.

McNally, a former sLale repre-
sentative from Norwich, said Sun-
mons' budget vote was "an elec-
tion-year scam" to make him ap-
peal' more independent.

"lie t~inks he can have it both
ways and voters won't notice. He's
wrong," McNally said.

Simmons' chief of staff, Todd
Mitchell, said tJ1econgressman has
a record of listening to his Con-
s!.ilu(ffilsand castingindependent
votes,

"Yeslerday's budgr::t vott: isjust
anolJ1f~r example of Rob Simmons
listerlin.g Lothe veterans, educators
anti environmentalists who op--"'-,'--.

""'-

posed the budget," Mitchell said,
"Il seems partisan individuals are
foolishly criticizing Rob Simmons
for doins his job and representing
the people of the 2nd District."

Siuce only 25 percent ofvolel's
in Simmons' district are Republi-
can, he is one of Ii dozen ~publi-
can House members who .Il'\~top
targets for f)emoc~I'at.$ in this YeiU"'S

election, I
Sullivan and McNally have erit- i

iailed Simmons, of Stoning lon, for I

siding Looo~len with his party. Bl.!t I
an analysis U1Februaty by tile non- (

partisan CongressionalQuarterly \
magazine shows only two'otIier
House Republicans voted with
President Hush less often than
Simmon:sin tile I;;&::;tsession of Cun-

gress,


